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Abstract 

Being quasi-inexistent before 1990, rural tourism has grown dramatically in recent years. Regionally 
stands Center Development Region, with potential agrotourism and a higher recovery compared to other 
7 regions. Areas with the most developed agro-tourism in the Central Region are: Bran-Moeciu, 
Mărginimea Sibiu area (traditions related to pastoral life), Corund (important centre of pottery), and 
some villages in the Apuseni Mountains (traditional wood processing). Although it registered some 
progress and occupies a leading regionally position, rural tourism still fails to capitalize as it should the 
significant agrotourism potential of central region. This negative aspect is underlined by the small 
number of foreigner tourists who arrived in agroturistic boarding houses from the central region - about 
11% of the total arrivals in the countryside, the remaining 89% being domestic tourists. 
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Introduction 

Central Region consists of six counties (Alba, Brașov, Covasna, Harghita, Mureș and Sibiu), 
totalling an area of 34 100 km2, accounting for 14.3% of the country. Of the total area of the 
Centre Region, Mureș County occupies the largest share (19.7%), opposite the Covasna 
(10.9%). Territorially, Central region occupies a privileged position, with a favourable 
geographic position and being able to make connections with 6 of the 7 regions. Strength in the 
perspective of development of tourism in general and of agro tourism in particular in the central 
region is also given by the approximately equal distance to the border crossing points. Central 
region has a rich and diverse tourism potential, currently only partially exploited. The variety of 
landscape forms and types of relief, important scientific elements of flora, fauna, landscape, 
geology resulted in framing those in natural heritage of the region (Zaman, Vasile, Antonescu, 
Popa, 2009) Central Region has a significant and diversified tourism potential, with several sub 
domains that enjoys an obvious advantage: mountain tourism, spa tourism, cultural tourism and 
agro tourism. 

Tourism can contribute to sustainable development of territories because the territories 
themselves fall into an interactive, integrated and responsible relationship with the economic, 
social and natural environment of which they are dependent.(Mazilu, Gheorgheci, 2015) 
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Rural tourism registered an impressive dynamic in recent years, the number of rural tourism in 
the Central Region exceeding 823, while the accommodation provided by agroturistic boarding 
houses reaching almost 14.745. Central Region holds 40.6% of Romania's agroturistic boarding 
houses. The analysis of data provided by the National Institute of Statistics, showed very clearly 
that in recent years, the Central region has divided the South-East region one of the top 2 places 
in the accommodation capacity, the number of tourists attracted and the number of overnight 
stays. At present, the areas with the most developed agro-tourism in the Central Region are: 
Bran - Bran - Fundata, Mărginimea Sibiului, superior Arieș area (Albac - Gârda - Arieșeni - 
Avram Iancu - Vidra), Săcele areas - Întorsura Buzau and several smaller areas: Rimetea - 
Colţeşti, Corund - Praid. 

Agro tourism is very important for rural communities as well as urban areas. It can provide 
several advantages: income, employment, use accommodation, activities, natural resource 
conservation, recreation and education. But the main problem for many countries is the low 
level of farm income. Agro tourism intends to obtain higher standards of living for rural 
communities especially through increased income for people who work in agriculture. (Zoto, 
Qirici, Polena, 2013). 

The agro-tourism is an important component of the overall touristic activity, with 
multiple benefits for both local communities and environmental protection. (Bauer, 
2011) 

Tourism could become a basic component of the national economy, determining important 
changes from a territorial point of view, therefore contributing to the development of the 
regions left behind, or lacking other resources. Consequently, regional development is a process 
by which the conditions and factors influencing the community are meant to change so as, after 
these changes, the community could obtain high life standards. (Butnaru, Minut, 2012) 

Tourism has gained an increasingly obvious role in ensuring sustainable economic growth, due 
to higher population revenues, the length of time devoted to leisure, greater accessibility to 
transport and communication systems. (Inskeep, 1991) 

Capitalization of tourist attractions in various rural areas of the Central region can contribute to 
economic growth declining rural centres, fostering the emergence and development of local 
companies, transforming areas with low economic competitiveness in areas attractive to 
investors. Given that tourist flows is mainly focused towards urban centres, rural tourism is an 
effective tool through which the benefits provided by them can be redistributed to rural areas. 

Local authorities are tasked to ensure efficient infrastructures in their territory: roads, sewerage, 
waste management and restoration of heritage buildings facades, development of sport, 
recreation activities, animation and promotion. (Nicula, Neagu, 2013) 

To highlight the current situation in which the accommodation capacity at regional level is 
found, for exemplifying, in the following is presented its evolution in 2006-2016. Currently, in 
Romania there are 6,946 structures with functions of tourist accommodation facilities 
inventoried.  
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Fig 1. Evolution of the number of tourist accommodation structures with functions of tourist 
accommodation in the period 2006-2016 (number of units) 

Source: Own calculations based on 
https://statistici.insse.ro/shop/index.jsp?page=tempo3&lang=ro&ind=TUR101D 

In the analysed period, 2006-2016, structures of tourist reception, they experienced a slow 
growth trend from 4.710 in 2006 to 6.946 year 2016, as it can be seen in the figure 1.  

This increase in the number of tourist accommodation structures with functions of tourist 
accommodation is mainly due to the emergence of new forms of accommodation (rural, urban 
and agrotourism hotels, youth hotels and hostels). A visible process can be seen in terms of 
comfort level because a great amount of tourist accommodation capacity of three to five star 
hotels in the capital, by the sea and the mountains were built. 

Regionally stands central region where the number of tourist accommodation facilities with 
tourism functions had reached in 2016 to 2094, which represents 30.14% of the total number of 
tourist. In the analysed period, according to data from the National Statistics Institute processed 
in the following graph reveals a significant increase in the number of accommodation facilities, 
from 1,223 to 2,094 accommodations in Central Development Region (see Figure 2). 

 Significant increases were recorded as well in the North East (from 435 in the year 2006 to 858 
accommodation units in 2016), South Muntenia (from 433 to 734 accommodations). 
Highlighted should also be the reducing in number of tourist accommodation structures with 
functions of tourist accommodation in the South-East, where for the period under review was 
recorded a decrease of 149 units (ie from 1,278 units in 2006 to 1.129 in 2016) (Nicula, Neagu, 
2013) 

Table 1. Evolution of the number of tourist accommodation structures with functions of tourist 
accommodation during the period 2006-2016 (number of units) 

Development Region  2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016
North-West 543 554 585 645 658 650 730 709 676 771 831

Center 1223 1209 1268 1207 1188 1197 1526 1642 1745 2107 2094

North-East 435 459 463 548 554 604 690 725 745 830 858

South-East 1278 1247 1258 1311 1385 974 1079 1090 1101 1111 1129

South-Muntenia 433 426 449 457 472 533 581 638 656 740 734

Bucuresti – Ilfov 139 151 164 154 163 155 167 173 173 182 185

South-West Oltenia 250 259 255 299 305 377 448 421 436 428 453

West 409 389 398 474 497 513 600 611 598 652 662

Total 4710 4694 4840 5095 5222 5003 5821 6009 6130 6821 6946
Source: Own calculations based on 
https://statistici.insse.ro/shop/index.jsp?page=tempo3&lang=ro&ind=TUR101D 

Also, in 2009, the biggest number of establishments of touristic reception was in South-East 
development region of Romania, which contains the seaside and the Danube Delta (1,311 
establishments), followed closely by the Centre development region (1,207), (Antonescu, 
Partal, Angheluță, 2014) but in 2016 the situation was reversed, the Central region becoming on 
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first position with 2,094 establishments as against 1,129 in South-East region, due to its 
position in the historical region of Transylvania, which was promoted quite a lot lately due to 
local legends. 

Projects implemented at regional level led to a significant increase in the number of 
accommodation establishments in 7 of the 8 regions. Unfortunately, in Romania, tourism 
development after 1989 was done uncoordinated, in the absence of a coherent and strategic 
vision. Poor activity in tourism (compared to potential possessed) is due to following: lack of 
infrastructure at the level closest to the European one, weak development of services offered to 
tourists, lack of promotion, Romania has not created a clear and strong international market as 
it has not adopted a systematic and sustained policy of attracting foreign tourists. 

Fig. 2. Evolution of the number of tourist accommodation structures with functions of tourist 
accommodation during the period 2006-2016 (number of units) - Central Region 

Source: Own calculations based on 
https://statistici.insse.ro/shop/index.jsp?page=tempo3&lang=ro&ind=TUR101A 

Steady increase in the number of tourist accommodation structures with functions of tourist 
accommodation in all regions covered under observation, resulted in the year 2016 the 
following share by region: 

o Central region: 2094 (30.1% of those approved); 
o South-East region: 1,129 (16.3% of those approved); 
o Northeast region: 858 (12.4% of those approved); 
o North-West region: 831 (12.0% of those approved); 
o South region: 734 (10.6% of those approved); 
o West region: 662 (9.5% of those approved); 
o South-West Oltenia: 453 (6.5% of those approved); 
o Bucharest-Ilfov region 185 (2.7% of those approved). 

Agrotourism is a form of rural tourism practiced in the rural environment which uses (as 
structure of touristic reception) the agritouristic household with all its facilities. As such, this 
form of tourism only uses tourist boarding house and agritouristic farms for accommodation 
and meal provision, benefiting from and unpolluted and picturesque environment, from natural 
tourist attraction and cultural – historical values, from traditions and customs present in 
the rural environment. (Darău, Maior, Brad, Avram, 2010) 

The concept of agrotourism is circumscribed at household or farm level. Therefore it consists in 
the organization of activities of tourists’ reception and all tourist services at agricultural farm 
level. The agrotourism may be appreciated by the economic effects on the farms. (Iova, 
Năstase, Lascăr, 2016) 

In order to provide a comprehensive picture about the degree of development and current 
situation of rural tourism in the Central region, it is important to have provided data on the 
number of tourism accommodation structures, tourist accommodation capacity in the region, 
the number of overnight stays in the tourist accommodation establishments, etc. It is also 
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important to be identified rural areas where rural tourism is developed or where there is 
potential for development. Out of 2,094 accommodation units are approved 823 rural 
guesthouses, i.e. 39.3%, percentage that situate this category on the first position, eloquently 
demonstrating that agrotourism in the Central Development Region is of particular importance.  

Fig. 3. Evolution of rural tourism in the period 2006-2016 (number of units) –Central Region 

Source: Own calculations based on 
https://statistici.insse.ro/shop/index.jsp?page=tempo3&lang=ro&ind=TUR101A 

The tourist accommodation establishments in rural areas, rural economy began to take shape 
based on the family business and as in the rest of Europe are a strategy and diversification of 
rural economy. (Ionică Soare, Adrian Zugravu, Silviu Costachie, Rural Tourism in Romania-
Evolutions and Discontinuities, Journal Of Tourism, 2011, vol. 12, issue 12, pp. 68.) 

Regionally stands the Central region where the number of agroturistic boarding houses had 
reached 823 in 2016, representing 40.6% of total agroturistic boarding houses. In the analysed 
period, according to data from the National Statistics Institute that was processed in the 
following graph it can be noticed a significant increase in accommodation structures from 573 
to 823 accommodations guesthouses in Central Development Region. Significant increases 
were recorded in the North East (from 177 in the year 2006-352 agroturistic boarding houses in 
2016), and South Muntenia (from 110-210 agroturistic boarding houses). 

Fig. 4. Share of rural tourism development regions in total rural locations - 2016 

Sursa: Own calculations based on 
https://statistici.insse.ro/shop/index.jsp?page=tempo3&lang=ro&ind=TUR101A 

As a feature, rural tourism is practiced by smallholders in villages as a secondary activity, their 
main source of income remaining activity practiced in their own household. The material base 
of agrotourism is the homestead, thus, not investment in terms of accommodation capacity (as 
well as other forms of tourism) is needed, but the technical infrastructure elements and degree 
of constant number comfort. (Territorial Development Strategy of Romania, 2013) The constant 
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growth of rural tourism in all regions covered under observation, determined during the year 
2016 the following share by region: 

o Central region: 823 (40.6% of those approved); 
o North-East region: 352 (17.4% of those approved) 
o North-West region: 284 (14% of those approved); 
o South region: 210 (10.4% of those approved); 
o West region: 150 (7.4% of those approved) 
o South-West Oltenia: 120 (5.9% of those approved); 
o South-East 88 region (4.3% of those approved); 
o Bucharest-Ilfov region 1 (0.05% of those approved). 

An important indicator of the profitability of accommodation spaces is the net use index of 
tourist accommodation capacity in operation, expressing the relationship between 
accommodation capacity in operation and its effective use by tourists, in a given period. Thus, 
by dividing the total overnight stays to the tourist accommodation capacity in operation during 
2006-2016, an oscillating evolution, especially a downward evolution resulted of this division 
in the latter part of the period. (Nicula, Neagu, 2013) 

Fig. 5. The evolution of touristic accommodation capacity in use, 2006-2016 (number of 
accommodations) 

Source: Own calculations based on 
https://statistici.insse.ro/shop/index.jsp?page=tempo3&lang=ro&ind=TUR101A 

The 8 development regions detaches central region where the growth in the number of 
accommodations in 2006-2016 recorded a significant increase of approximately 7%, from 13% 
as represented in 2006 to 20% in 2016 (from 37,025 to 67.496 accommodations places). The 
only region where the number of accommodation development recorded a substantial decrease 
is the region of South-East development, where the number of seats decreased from 134,560 
(47%) to 98,769 (30%) 

Fig. 6. Share of accommodations by development regions in total accommodations - 2006 
Source: Own calculations based on 
https://statistici.insse.ro/shop/index.jsp?page=tempo3&lang=ro&ind=TUR101C 
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Regarding the distribution of the number of accommodations in tourist accommodation 
structures, by region, 2016 generally respects the established tourist areas of the country: 

o South-East region: 98,769 (30.0% of those approved); 
o Central region: 67,496 (20.5% of those approved); 
o North-West region: 33,848 (10.3% of those approved); 
o South region: 30,347 (9.2% of those approved); 
o North-East region: 28,763 (8.7% of those approved); 
o West Region: 28,233 (8.6% of those approved). 

Fig. 7. Share of accommodations by development regions in total accommodations - 2015 

Source: Own calculations based on 
https://statistici.insse.ro/shop/index.jsp?page=tempo3&lang=ro&ind=TUR101C 

The 8 development regions detaches central region where the growth of the number of 
accommodations in agroturistic boarding houses during the period 2005 to 2016 recorded in 
2016 253% maximum (14,745locuri) compared to 2005 when it was recorded the lowest for the 
period under review (5,830 seats). In the period 2005-2016, in the Central region, tourism 
capacity in agroturistic boarding houses recorded annually an average of 9,279.09 seats, an 
average positive gain of 9,624 places, which represents an annual relatively progress of 10%. 
(Scutariu, 2012) 

Fig. 8. Evolution of accommodation in agroturistic boarding houses in the period 2006-2016 (number of 
units) –Central Region 

Source: Own calculations based on 
https://statistici.insse.ro/shop/index.jsp?page=tempo3&lang=ro&ind=TUR101C 

Regionally stands central region where the number of accommodation places in agroturistic 
boarding houses had reached in 2016 to 2094, representing 39.4% of the total seats in the 
agrotourism boarding. During 2016, according to data from the National Institute of Statistics 
that were processed in the following graph it is revealed a significant proportion of the number 
of seats in agroturistic boarding houses in North-East (17.3%) as well as in North West (15%). 
It should be noted that the three northern regions together hold 71.7% of total agroturistic 
boarding houses accommodation places nationwide. 
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Fig. 9. Percentage of accommodations in agroturistic boarding houses, on development regions in total 
rural locations - 2015 

Source: Own calculations based on 
https://statistici.insse.ro/shop/index.jsp?page=tempo3&lang=ro&ind=TUR101C 

Tourist traffic in the Central Development Region 

Tourist traffic in a region is characterized by the following indicators: changes in the number 
of tourists, number of overnight stays and length of stay. (Stănciulescu, Micu, 2009) 

The total number of tourists accommodated in 2015 (2,340,984, representing 23.6% of all 
tourists staying in Romania), ranks Central Region as first nationally. Most tourists who visit 
Central Region are Romanian, 81.6%. The share of foreign tourists in 2015 was 18.4% at 
regional level (22.6% nationally). The geographical area of origin of foreign tourists covers 
most European countries and some non-European countries (USA, Canada and Israel). Most 
foreign tourists come from countries that are geographically close, providing traditional tourists 
(especially Hungary, but also Austria, Poland, Slovakia), but there is also a considerable 
number of tourists coming from countries further afield (countries in Western Europe, Israel, 
USA).  

Fig.10. The evolution of the number of tourists in accommodation units, 2004-2014 

Source: Own calculations based on 
https://statistici.insse.ro/shop/index.jsp?page=tempo3&lang=ro&ind=TUR103A 

The potential of increase in the number of foreign tourists is high, especially in the field of 
cultural tourism and the rural areas. With a significant potential, health and wellness tourism is 
another area of interest for the foreign market, it is currently being exploited only to a limited 
extent. 
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Fig. 11. Arrivals evolution in agroturistic boarding houses in 2005-2015 

Source: Own calculations based on 
https://statistici.insse.ro/shop/index.jsp?page=tempo3&lang=ro&ind=TUR103A 

During 2005-2015 arrivals of tourists in rural areas, at the Central development region, ranged 
between 56.765 in 2005 to 85.726 in 2010 and 244.677 in 2015. The figure above illustrates the 
situation of tourist arrivals in agroturistic boarding houses in 2005-2015. Noteworthy is the 
peak reached in 2015 when they recorded 244,677 tourist arrivals, which represents an 
additional 187,912 tourists compared to 2005. In terms of the number of tourist arrivals, it can 
be seen that during the analysed period, it grew by almost 164% (from 10,164 foreign tourists 
in 2005 to 26,908 in 2015). It is also significant the increasing domestic tourists who visited the 
Romanian rural area in the region covered under observation. If in 2005 we recorded 46,601 
arrivals of Romanian tourists, their number peaked 10 years later, when official statistics 
recorded a total of 217.769 arrivals. The Romanian rural Transylvanian enrol in national score 
in the sense that the number of foreign tourists that visits it is still a small one compared with 
that of domestic tourists (foreign tourists accounting for only 11% of the total arrivals in the 
countryside, the remaining 89% being domestic tourists). In terms of spatial distribution, the 
flow of receiver tourism experienced a strong focus, as it can be seen from the following 
figures. Most tourists visiting the countryside also turned their attention to the Central 
Development Region. This development region in 2015 recorded a total of 244,677 arrivals, 
which represents 36.4% of total arrivals in agroturistic boarding houses. 

Fig. 12. Arrivals evolution in agroturistic boarding houses, by region, 2004-2014 

Source: Own calculations based on 
https://statistici.insse.ro/shop/index.jsp?page=tempo3&lang=ro&ind=TUR103A 

With somewhat higher values the North East region is outlined (20.1%), 135,510 arrivals, 
North-West (15.8%), 106,370 arrivals and South region with 64,521 arrivals, about 9.6%. 
Notable is that it identifies regional disparity between Northern and Southern Romania. 
(Scutariu, Hapenciuc, 2008)  The analysis of data from the National Statistics Institute showed 
that three regions in the north (Central Development Region, North-East and North-West) 
together hold 72.3% of the total arrivals, while the five regions in Southern Romania only 
27.7%. 
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Among these regions (holding 72.3% of total arrivals) are included the littoral, the main 
mountain areas and many historical regions of the country rich in ancient traditions, so this 
hierarchy is not surprising. 

Fig. 13. Share arrivals in agroturistic boarding houses, by region, 2015 

Source: Own calculations based on 
https://statistici.insse.ro/shop/index.jsp?page=tempo3&lang=ro&ind=TUR103A 

According to the analysis of statistical data, most Romanian tourists who arrived in agroturistic 
boarding houses, in 2015 were registered in the Central region (217,769) respectively 35% of 
total domestic arrivals. Central Region seconded the North-East region with 129,467 arrivals 
(20.8% of total tourist arrivals Romanian tourists). 

Foreign tourists registered in accommodation type preferred central region of rural tourism. 
Over 35% of foreign tourists were attracted by the beauty of the Romanian Transylvanian 
village. 

 
Fig. 14. Evolution of Romanian tourists arrivals in agroturistic boarding houses, by region, 2005-2015 

Source: Own calculations based on 
https://statistici.insse.ro/shop/index.jsp?page=tempo3&lang=ro&ind=TUR103A 

For the upward trend in the number of overnight stays registered in the period under review to 
be maintained, we consider that it is necessary a concentration of capital for investment in 
infrastructure and general tourism, in reception facilities for tourism and the development of 
urban services, to improve quality tourism services rendered. The share of foreign tourists was 
16.7% at regional level (17.2% at national level), the highest value recorded in Sibiu (24.6%) 
and lowest in Covasna (6.4%). 

During 2005-2015 the number of overnight stays has ranged from 18,372,988 in 2005 to 
16,051,135 in 2010 and 23,519,340 in 2015. The above figure illustrates the situation of 
overnight stays at regional level in 2005-2015. The peak was reached in 2015 when there were 
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23,519,340 overnight stays, which represents a plus of 5,146,352 overnight stays compared to 
2005. 

 
Fig 15. Evolution of overnight stays in accommodation units, 2005-2015 

Source: Own calculations based on 
https://statistici.insse.ro/shop/index.jsp?page=tempo3&lang=ro&ind=TUR103C 

The same situation is recorded in the Central region, where the number of overnight stays 
increased by about 81% from 2,782,126 overnight stays in 2005 to 5,042,039 overnight stays, 
which represents 21.4% of all overnight stays. Central region is closely followed by South-East 
Development Region, with a share of 20.9%. It should be noted that in the Region of South-
East development is found the Romanian coast, and in these circumstances the position of the 
central region is praiseworthy. On third position, at some distance from the sea, lies North-West 
Development Region, with only 11.5% (2,713,820million overnight stays) 

Fig.16. The share of overnight stays by region total overnight stays, 2015 

Source: Own calculations based on 
https://statistici.insse.ro/shop/index.jsp?page=tempo3&lang=ro&ind=TUR103C 

Regarding the number of overnight stays of foreign tourists, it can be seen that during the 
analysed period, it grew by 58.5% (from 57,971 overnight stays of foreign tourists in 2005 to 
919,568 in 2015). Substantial changes were recorded in the Central region and in terms of the 
number of internal tourists who spent the night in the tourist reception. 

Fig.17. Evolution of overnight stays in accommodation units, 2005-2015 

Source: Own calculations based on 
https://statistici.insse.ro/shop/index.jsp?page=tempo3&lang=ro&ind=TUR103C 
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While in 2005 there were 2,202,155 overnight stays of Romanian tourists, their number peaked 
10 years later, when official statistics recorded a total of 4,122,471 overnight stays. The 
analysis of data analysed by National Statistics Institute, the number of foreign tourists staying 
overnight in the central region accommodation is still low compared to that of domestic tourists 
(foreign tourists accounting for only 18.2% of all overnight stays, the remaining 81.8% were 
Romanian tourists).  

Fig. 18. The evolution of overnight stays of tourists by development region in agroturistic boarding 
houses during the period 2005-2015 

Source: Own calculations based on 
https://statistici.insse.ro/shop/index.jsp?page=tempo3&lang=ro&ind=TUR103C 

In terms of spatial distribution, flow receiver tourism experienced a strong focus, as it can be 
see n from the figure above. Most of the tourists spent the night in rural areas, and then have 
turned their attention to Central Development Region. This development region in 2015 
recorded a total of 541,249 overnight stays, which represents 39.5% of all overnight stays in the 
agrotourism boarding houses (see figure below). 

 Fig. 19. The share of overnight stays of tourists in agroturistic boarding houses, by development region 
2015 

Source: Own calculations based on 
https://statistici.insse.ro/shop/index.jsp?page=tempo3&lang=ro&ind=TUR103C 
The constant rise of overnight stays in rural locations, in 7 of the 8 regions contemplated under 
observation led to the 2015 share by region follows: 

o Central region: 541,249 (39.5% of all overnight stays); 
o Northeast region: 233,878 (17.1% of all overnight stays) 
o Northwest region: 221,995 (16.2% of all overnight stays); 
o South region: 117,583 (8.6% of all overnight stays); 
o West region: 221,995 (16.2% of all overnight stays) 
o South-West Oltenia region: 79,638 (5.8% of all overnight stays); 
o South-East region: 51,424 (3.8% of all overnight stays); 
o Bucharest-Ilfov region 19,934 (0.1% of all overnight stays). 
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Length of stay 

The average length of stay has remained constant since 2004. There have been led a series of 
statistical indicators, data analysis being extended for several years. Bear in mind that the 
average length of stay was able to express the number of days that the tourist remain in the 
place of destination. Tourist practice operates with an average length of stay, which is the ratio 
between the total number of tourists and overnight stays (based on total tourist accommodation 
capacity). 

Table 2. Average length of stay in rural locations, Central Region, 2005-2015 

Year Length of stay 
Length of stay for Romanian 

tourists 
Length of stay for 

foreign tourists 

2005 2.43 2.25 3.26 

2006 2.51 2.37 3.17 

2007 2.39 2.28 3.17 

2008 2.35 2.31 2.68 

2009 2.40 2.30 3.12 

2010 2.37 2.24 3.30 

2011 2.23 2.18 2.61 

2012 2.15 2.10 2.63 

2013 2.46 2.14 2.33 

2014 2.18 2.16 2.34 

2015 2.21 2.19 2.35 
Source: Own calculations based on 
https://statistici.insse.ro/shop/index.jsp?page=tempo3&lang=ro&ind=TUR105C, 
https://statistici.insse.ro/shop/index.jsp?page=tempo3&lang=ro&ind=TUR101B 

In agroturistic boarding houses have been recorded a longer duration of stay, one above average 
in agroturistic boarding houses calculated nationally. Characteristic to rural tourism is the small 
duration of stay, usually not exceeding the stay of other tourists staying in other tourist areas. 
According to the analysis, rural tourism yielded values below the national average. On average, 
the length of stay in agroturistic boarding houses in Central Development Region has 
fluctuated, recording in 2006 the maximum period, 2.51 days, and in 2012 he minimum value 
of just 2.15 days. 

Fig.20. Evolution of the average length of stay in agroturistic boarding houses in the period 2005-2015 

Source: Own calculations based on 
https://statistici.insse.ro/shop/index.jsp?page=tempo3&lang=ro&ind=TUR105C, 
https://statistici.insse.ro/shop/index.jsp?page=tempo3&lang=ro&ind=TUR101B 
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Analysing the average Romanian tourists length of stay compared to that of foreign tourists, we 
may find greater value for foreign tourists (eg in 2005, 2.25 day-tourist for Romanian tourists, 
and 3.26 days-tourist for foreign tourists), according to the analysis of the following figure. 

Conclusions 

This is a country with a genuine agrotourist potential (Avram, 2015), with multiple traditions 
which were preserved along the centuries and which have been integrated by the technological 
revolution in the Western Europe. 

The activity indicators that focused on the economic agents in rural tourism are demand, 
supply, tourist traffic, quality of service rendered in rural areas, spending and valuable results. 
Standard gross margin can be considered a methodological concept for understanding the 
possibilities and implications of analysis capacities in rural tourism. Derived indicators are 
referred to the structure of expenditure and determine the breakeven in the tourism areas, in the 
end showing profits levels within the homestead. Business opportunities (necessity, 
conditioning and extension) are the motivation of creating agrotourism units. Location criteria 
are considered methodological elements as conditions to develop specific rural tourism 
activities. 

The rural area occupies about 83% of the Region being composed of 357 communes and 1,788 
villages. This space, full of tradition, culture and ethnography can be exploited through the 
continuous development of rural tourism, especially agrotourism. 

Agrotourism can create opportunities for local and regional economic development and help 
create new jobs through natural heritage, specifically the Centre development region, including 
the areas economically and socially disadvantaged. An important part of the new jobs created in 
agro-tourism represents a Central region opportunity for female employment.  

Supporting and expanding rural tourism and agrotourism also has an important educational 
component that relates primarily to the knowledge of cultural and spiritual traditions or the 
historical values, architecture or landscape of the countryside. 

Following the analysis, it was showed that all counties in the region provides favorable 
conditions for practicing rural tourism by possibility valorising natural resources, exploiting 
hunting and fishing and agricultural and traditional customs and handicrafts. Summarizing, we 
can say that proper development of rural tourism, has the ability to lead to improving the lives 
of rural residents by creating new jobs, providing opportunities to earn extra income, due to the 
development of connected tourism service, and preserving nature and cultural heritage. 

From the analysis of rural tourism, agrotourism and ecotourism in Central region, we can draw 
the following representative conclusions: 

o Central Region has a significant tourism potential, utilized in all counties components. 

o Central Region presents favourable conditions for practicing agrotourism, which can be 
developed by making traditional economic activities, ethnography, specific kitchenette, 
religious feasts and folklore as in Bran-Moeciu, ethnographic area of Sibiu Borders 
(traditions related to pastoral life), Corund (important centre of pottery), some villages in 
the Apuseni Mountains (traditional wood processing). A successful example of rural 
tourism is given by Rimetea village in Alba County. 

o In the Central Region there is a potential for development of rural tourism, in the year 
2016, the number of rural tourism guesthouses was of 823 and the number of 
accommodation provided was nearly 14,745, occupying the first position compared to 
other regions of the country. 

o Central Region holds 40.6% of Romania's agroturistic boarding houses. 
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o The total number of tourists accommodated in 2015 (2,340,984, representing 23.6% of all 

tourists staying in Romania), making Central Region to rank first nationally. 

o Most tourists who visit Central Region are Romanians, 81.6%. The share of foreign 
tourists in 2015 was 18.4% at regional level (22.6% nationally). 

o Întorsura Buzau In 2016, the areas with the most developed agro-tourism in the Central 
Region are: Bran - Bran - Fundata, Mărginimea Sibiului, superior Arieș area (Albac - 
Gârda - Arieșeni - Avram Iancu - Vidra), Săcele areas - Întorsura Buzau and several 
smaller areas: Rimetea-Colţeşti, Corund - Praid. 

o Rural areas need adequate infrastructure to grow as living standards. 

o Lack of development strategies at the local level, lack of real interest in developing the 
area, have serious repercussions in the short, medium and long term development of 
Central Region and directly affect the evolving labour market and economic growth of 
residents. 
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